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Summary 

 
This Audit provides data on outcomes that support the management of the sexual 
healthcare of people with HIV in the UK. The Audit is based on methodology and 
organisation developed by the National Audit Group of the British Association for 
Sexual Health & HIV. The data allows Regions to measure practice against specific 
performance indicators described in national standards and guidelines, as well 
allowing performance to be compared to that of other Regions and against National 
average performance. Data on individual clinic performance has already been 
presented to individual clinics. This Report is intended for use in clinic governance 
systems as a resource to aid decision-making to improve practice or maintain good 
practice.  
 
 
Goals & objectives 
 
The goal of the audit was to improve the management of the sexual healthcare of 
people with HIV in the UK. 
 
The objectives were to provide data to allow comparison of practice measures 
against national standards and guidelines, and average UK performances and 
between : 

 
• Trusts within Regions (Data presented to Regional Chairs only for 
dissemination to clinics within Regions) 
• Regions (this Report)  

 
 
Standards & Guidelines  
 
The standards and guidelines used were:  

• 2006 United Kingdom National Guideline on the Sexual Health of People with 
HIV: Sexually Transmitted Infections produced by the Clinical Effectiveness 
Group of the British Association of Sexual Health and HIV 
http://www.bashh.org/guidelines/2006/sexual_health_hiv_0406.pdf 
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• 2005 United Kingdom National Guideline on the Management of the Viral 
Hepatitides A, B & C   
http://www.bashh.org/guidelines/2005/hepatitis_abc_final_0905.pdf

• 2004 BHIVA Guidelines - HIV And Chronic Hepatitis: Co-Infection With HIV 
And Hepatitis B Virus Infection 
http://www.bhiva.org/guidelines/2004/HBV/index.html

• 2004 British HIV Association (BHIVA) guidelines for treatment and 
management of HIV and Hepatitis C coinfection 
http://www.bhiva.org/guidelines/2004/HCV/index.html

• NHS Cervical Screening Programme. Colposcopy And Programme Management. 
Guidelines for the NHS Cervical Screening Programme. NHSCSP Publication 
No 20. April 2004 
http://www.cancerscreening.nhs.uk/cervical/publications/nhscsp20.pdf

 

 

Case definition 
 
A case was a person with HIV infection diagnosed on or before 31 December 2004 
and seen within the audit interval. 
 
 

Audit interval 
 
Between 01/05/06 and 31/07/06 inclusive. 
 
 

Sample 
 
The first 30 cases within the audit interval, or all cases seen within audit interval, if 
less than 30. 
 
 
Audit process 
  
Planning for the Audit was conducted through the National Audit Group. This 
involved discussion of the audit process, which data were to be collected, agreement 
on the final version of audit questions and questionnaire. The audit questions were 
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translated into an electronic form that was emailed to Regional Chairs in the form 
of a Microsoft Access database. The questionnaire was sent to clinics in Regions by 
the Regional Chairs, who arranged for the data in the questionnaires to be entered 
into the databases. The completed databases were returned by email to a central 
collection office and collated and analysed. Data were returned during September to 
December 2006. 
 
 

Data handling  

 
The Health Service (Control of Patient Information) Regulations 2002  
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2002/20021438.htm came into force on the 1st June 
2002. 
 
The Patient Information Advisory Group does not require an application to be made 
if pseudonymised data is transferred between NHS organisations. The electronic 
form contained no personal identifiers. Clinics were asked to securely keep a 
separate record of case note numbers against the unique record identifier provided 
by the database, and available only to the source clinic. This record linkage was used 
to check the accuracy of data. 
 
The following process was used to collect data: 

• Pseudonymised data collected by clinics on paper datasheets and 
returned to Regional Chairs.  

• Databases emailed to Regional Chairs 
• Database populated by offices of Regional Chairs from clinic 

datasheets and returned by email to central office 
• Collated data aggregated by Region 
• Collated data aggregated by Trusts within Regions 
 
 
 

Page 4 of 53   National Audit Group 
        

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2002/20021438.htm


BASHH National Audit Group  
2006 Audit of Sexual Health of People with HIV infection 

(Case notes Audit)  
 

 

 

Conclusions & recommendations  

 
Good performance for hepatitis B testing, but wide regional variations in 
performance for other indicators. Interventions are needed to improve: hepatitis B 
vaccination; testing for hepatitis C, syphilis and STIs; aspects of sexual history, 
safe sex work, cervical cytology and contraception.    
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National average and regional ranges for questions in Case Notes Audit  

(N= 3210 unless otherwise stated) 
 

Question Measure 

National 
average 

(%) 
 

Percentage 
Range 

Hyperlink to Full 
Report 

 Number of cases   See Full Report
 Total number of cases 3210 1-21  
1 Age groups – all cases   See Full Report
 <20 20 (0.6) 0-3  
 20-29 352 (11) 7-19  
 30-45 2013 (63) 50-72  
 >45 825 (26) 20-38  
2 Gender – all cases   See Full Report
 Male 2020 (63) 51-80  
 Total female 1185 (37) 20-49  
 Female not pregnant  1119 (94) 83-100  
 Female pregnant  66 (6) 0-17  
 Not answered 5 (0.2) 0-3  
3 Risk – all cases   See Full Report
 Men Who Have Sex With Men 1263 (39) 21-61  
 Hetero – high prevalence area 1234 (38) 17-58  
 Hetero 827 (26) 12-45  
 Intravenous drug user 84 (3) 0-11  
 Blood 28 (1) 0-2  
 Mother-to-Child  7 (0.2) 0-1  
 Other 34 (1) 0-4  
 Not known 56 (2) 0-8  
4 Ethnicity – all cases   See Full Report
 White 1716 (53) 32-90  
 Black 1263 (39) 7-64  
 Asian/Asian British 81 (2) 0-4  
 Mixed 26 (1) 0-3  
 Chinese/Other 31 (1) 0-3  
 Not documented/Not answered 93 (3) 0-24  

5 Weeks to current presentation – all 
cases   See Full Report

 Interval in weeks between date of initial 
positive HIV test and date of presentation 
within Audit interval 

307 weeks 
 

(1 standard 
deviation 

240 weeks) 

70–1385 
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6 Number of centres previously attended – 
all cases   See Full Report

 None 1862 (58) 42-80  
 One 804 (25) 15-38  
 Two 136 (4) 0-12  
 Three 20 (0.6) 0-3  
 More than Three 4 (0.1) 0-2  
 More than 1 (precise number not known) 181 (6) 0-13  
 Not known 168 (5) 0-17  
 Not answered 35 (1) 0-3  
7.1 Sexual History documented – all cases   See Full Report
 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 2202 (69) 45-84  

 Within 6 past months 1092(34) 12-53  
 Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months 566 (18) 3-44  
 Not answered 80 (2) 0-7  

7.2  Sexual History documented – no previous 
management at another centre (n=1862)   See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 1591 (85) 58-100  
 Within 6 past months  637(34) 10-68  
 Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months 156 (8) 0-37  
 Not answered 24 (1) 0-5  

8.1 Offer of tests for STIs documented – 
all cases   See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 1869 (58) 30-83  
 Within 6 past months  888 (28) 14-47  
 Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months 857 (27) 7-56  
 Not answered 89 (3) 0-8  

8.2 
Offer of tests for STIs documented – 
no previous management at another 
centre (n=1862) 

  See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 1354 (73) 40-100  
 Within 6 past months  494 (26) 10-50  
 Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months 349 (19) 0-53  
 Not answered 24 (1) 0-7  

9 Resident in a syphilis outbreak area – all 
cases   See Full Report

 Yes  981 (31) 0-100  
 No 2138 (67) 0-99  
 Not known 29 (1) 0-3  
 Not answered 62 (2) 0-6  
10.1 Offer of testing for syphilis – all cases    See Full Report
 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 2301 (72) 46-85  
 Up to 3 months ago  991 (31) 19-58  
 3-6 months ago 677 (21) 7-58  
 7-12 months ago 827 (26) 7-50  
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 >12 months ago 1145 (36) 15-55  
 Not/not known if ever tested 185 (6) 0-11  
10.2 Offer of testing for syphilis - no 

previous management at another centre 
(n=1862) 

  See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks (before or after) of initial 
HIV diagnosis 1628 (87) 60-100  

10.3 Offer of testing for syphilis in previous 
year – all cases   See Full Report

 Tested for syphilis in previous year 1745 (54) 37-84  
10.4 Offer of testing for syphilis – MSM only 

(n=1236)   See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 874 (69) 54-94  
 Up to 3 months ago  538 (43) 12-70  
 3-6 months ago 347 (27) 4-56  
 7-12 months ago 441 (35) 6-59  
 >12 months ago 530 (42) 15-65  
 Not/not known if ever tested 54 (4) 0-9  
10.5 Offer of testing for syphilis – all other 

risk groups except MSM (n=1947)   See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 1427 (73) 41-87  
 Up to 3 months ago  453 (23) 11-50  
 3-6 months ago 330 (17) 8-59  
 7-12 months ago 386 (20) 8-39  
 >12 months ago 615 (32) 15-49  
 Not/not known if ever tested 131 (7) 0-15  
10.6 Offer of testing for syphilis – cases in 

outbreak areas (n=981, 12 Regions)   See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 728 (74) 0-90  
 Up to 3 months ago  442 (45) 14-100  
 3-6 months ago 351 (36) 0-97  
 7-12 months ago 356 (36) 0-100  
 >12 months ago 465 (47) 0-97  
 Not/not known if ever tested 34 (3) 0-50  
10.7 Offer of testing for syphilis – cases not 

in outbreak areas (n=2138, 15 Regions)   See Full Report

 Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis 1505 (70) 47-85  
 Up to 3 months ago  533 (25) 7-62  
 3-6 months ago 314 (15) 7-33  
 7-12 months ago 454 (21) 13-37  
 >12 months ago 656(31) 15-56  
 Not/not known if ever tested 144 (7) 1-21  
11  Hepatitis A risk factors – all cases   See Full Report
 Large city resident  842 (26) 0-60  
 Local outbreak 23 (1) 0-3  
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 Travel 810 (25) 0-44  
12 Hepatitis A immunity tested – all cases   See Full Report
 Yes 1906(59) 0-91  
 No 915(28) 8-100  
 Not known 370 (11) 0-22  
 Not answered 19 (0.6) 0-4  
13.1 Hepatitis A vaccination – all cases   See Full Report
 Yes  533 (17) 2-40  
 No 1048 (33) 16-93  
 Not appropriate 891 (28) 0-38  
 Not known 702 (22) 0-39  
 Not answered 36 (1) 0-4  

13.2 
Hepatitis A vaccination – denominator: 
total cases minus not appropriate cases 
(n=2319)  

  See Full Report

 Yes  533 (23) 2-64  

13.3 
Hepatitis A vaccination – denominator: 
cases resident in a local outbreak area 
minus Not Appropriate cases (n=9)  

  See Full Report

 Yes  2 (22) 0-29  

13.4 
Hepatitis A vaccination – denominator: 
cases resident in a large city minus Not 
Appropriate cases (n=513)  

  See Full Report

 Yes 158 (31)  0-100  

13.5 
Hepatitis A vaccination – denominator: 
cases travelling outside the UK minus 
Not Appropriate cases (n=548)  

  See Full Report

 Yes 158 (29)  0-100  

13.6 
Hepatitis A vaccination of intravenous 
drug users minus Not Appropriate cases 
(n=61)  

  See Full Report

 Yes 12 (20) 0-100  
14 Hepatitis B testing – all cases   See Full Report
 Yes  3137 (98) 95-100  
 No 24 (0.8) 0-3  
 Not known 43 (1) 0-3  
 Not answered 6 (0.2) 0-3  

15.1 Hepatitis B vaccination offer for non-
immune and continuing risk – all cases   See Full Report

 Yes 1606 (50) 25-90  
 No 238 (7) 1-24  
 Not appropriate 1131 (35) 7-47  
 Not known 193 (6) 0-12  
 Not answered 42 (1) 0-6  
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15.2 
Hepatitis B vaccination offer for non-
immune and continuing risk – total cases 
minus not appropriate cases (n=2079) 

  See Full Report

 Yes 1606 (77) 47-96  
16  Hepatitis C antibody testing – all cases   See Full Report
 Yes 2910 (91) 79-100  
 No 194 (6) 0-12  
 Not known 104 (3) 0-8  
 Not answered 2 (0.1) 0-1  

17 

Newly acquired STI diagnosis in past 
year or since informed of HIV positive 
status, whichever is shorter period) – all 
cases 

  See Full Report

 Syphilis 104 (3.2) 0-5.9  
 Chlamydia 61 (1.9) 0-6.2  
 Gonorrhoea 74 (2.3) 0-5.0  
 Genital herpes 109 (3.4) 0-6.8  
 Bacterial vaginosis 64 (5.4) 0-16.7  
 Hepatitis A (pos IgM) 5 (0.2) 0-0.8  
 Hepatitis B (pos Surface Ag) 20 (0.6) 0-3.4  
 Hepatitis  C 24 (0.8) 0-2.4  
 Non-gonococal urethritis (males) 59 (2.9) 0-12.7  
 LGV 10 (0.3) 0-0.8  
 Other 133 (4.1) 0-9.8  
 None 2389 (74.4) 43.7-93.3  

18.1 Safe sex advice documented within 4 
weeks of initial HIV diagnosis – all cases 

  See Full Report

 Yes 1628 (51) 18-83  
 No 500 (16) 0-37  
 Not known 988 (31) 17-46  
 Not answered 94 (3) 0-10  

18.2 

Safe sex advice documented within 4 
weeks of initial HIV diagnosis - no 
previous management at another centre 
(n=1862)  

  See Full Report

 Yes 1154 (62) 22-100  
 No 368 (20) 0-50  
 Not known 281 (15) 0-36  
 Not answered 59 (3) 0-12  

19.1 Recorded use of condoms – use by MSM 
for ano-receptive sex (n=1263) 

  See Full Report

 Always 340 (27) 12-55  
 Sometimes 214 (17) 8-41  
 Never 43 (3) 0-6  
 Not known 475 (38) 14-76  
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 Not applicable 164 (13) 1-38  
 Not answered 27 (2) 0-12  

19.2 Recorded use of condoms – use by MSM 
for ano-insertive sex (n=1263) 

  See Full Report

 Always 326 (26) 10-55  
 Sometimes 205 (16) 7-41  
 Never 43 (3) 0-6  
 Not known 475 (38) 14-73  
 Not applicable 185 (15) 3-38  
 Not answered 29 (2) 0-11  

19.3 Recorded use of condoms – use by 
women for vaginal sex (n=1185)   See Full Report

 Always 469 (40) 25-74  
 Sometimes 153 (13) 0-33  
 Never 58 (5) 0-11  
 Not known 300 (25) 0-57  
 Not applicable 174 (15) 3-33  
 Not answered 32 (3) 0-13  

19.4 Recorded use of condoms – use by men 
for vaginal sex (not MSM, n=1947)   See Full Report

 Always 746 (38) 18-74  
 Sometimes 239 (12) 0-38  
 Never 80 (4) 0-13  
 Not known 571 (29) 0-64  
 Not applicable 273 (14) 8-31  
 Not answered 38 (2) 0-9  
20 Dental dam use for orogenital sex   See Full Report
 Yes 11 (0.3) 0-2  
 No 511 (16) 0-57  
 Not applicable 1040 (32) 13-63  
 Not known 1590 (49) 24-79  
 Not answered 58 (2) 0-5  

21 Contraception - female cases only 
(n=1185)   See Full Report

 Oral contraceptive pill 46 (3.9) 0-14.3  
 IUCD/IUS 46 (3.9) 0-10.9  
 Depot 52 (4.4) 0-15.8  
 Implant 21 (1.8) 0-3.4  
 Female condom 4 (0.3) 0-2.6  
 Condom worn by male 469 (39.6) 25.4-63.2  
 None 174 (14.7) 0-21.6  
 Not appropriate 201 (17.0) 10.3-83.3  
 Not known 191 (16.1) 0-44.4  
 Not answered 38 (3.2) 0-10.4  
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22.1 Cervical cytology result documented in 
last 12 months (n=1185)   See Full Report

 Yes 800 (68) 24-89  
 No 255 (22) 2-50  
 Not applicable 89 (8) 0-48  
 Not known 26 (2) 0-7  
 Not answered 15 (1) 0-5  

22.2 
Cervical cytology result documented in 
last 12 months – denominator total cases 
minus not appropriate cases (n=1096) 

  See Full Report

 Yes 805 (73) 43-94  
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Database Reports 
 

 
Return to Summary 
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	83-100
	Female pregnant 
	66 (6)
	0-17
	Not answered
	5 (0.2)
	0-3
	3
	Risk – all cases
	See Full Report
	Men Who Have Sex With Men
	1263 (39)
	21-61
	Hetero – high prevalence area
	1234 (38)
	17-58
	Hetero
	827 (26)
	12-45
	Intravenous drug user
	84 (3)
	0-11
	Blood
	28 (1)
	0-2
	Mother-to-Child 
	7 (0.2)
	0-1
	Other
	34 (1)
	0-4
	Not known
	56 (2)
	0-8
	4
	Ethnicity – all cases
	See Full Report
	White
	1716 (53)
	32-90
	Black
	1263 (39)
	7-64
	Asian/Asian British
	81 (2)
	0-4
	Mixed
	26 (1)
	0-3
	Chinese/Other
	31 (1)
	0-3
	Not documented/Not answered
	93 (3)
	0-24
	5
	Weeks to current presentation – all cases
	See Full Report
	Interval in weeks between date of initial positive HIV test and date of presentation within Audit interval
	307 weeks 
	(1 standard deviation 240 weeks)
	70–1385 
	6
	None
	1862 (58)
	One
	804 (25)
	Two
	136 (4)
	Three
	20 (0.6)
	More than Three
	4 (0.1)
	More than 1 (precise number not known)
	181 (6)
	Not known
	168 (5)
	Not answered
	35 (1)
	7.1
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	2202 (69)
	Within 6 past months
	1092(34)
	Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months
	566 (18)
	Not answered
	80 (2)
	7.2 
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	1591 (85)
	Within 6 past months 
	637(34)
	Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months
	156 (8)
	Not answered
	24 (1)
	8.1
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	1869 (58)
	Within 6 past months 
	888 (28)
	Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months
	857 (27)
	Not answered
	89 (3)
	8.2
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	1354 (73)
	Within 6 past months 
	494 (26)
	Neither 4 weeks nor 6 months
	349 (19)
	Not answered
	24 (1)
	9
	Yes 
	981 (31)
	No
	2138 (67)
	Not known
	29 (1)
	Not answered
	62 (2)
	10.1
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	2301 (72)
	Up to 3 months ago 
	991 (31)
	3-6 months ago
	677 (21)
	7-12 months ago
	827 (26)
	>12 months ago
	1145 (36)
	Not/not known if ever tested
	185 (6)
	10.2
	Within 4 weeks (before or after) of initial HIV diagnosis
	1628 (87)
	10.3
	Tested for syphilis in previous year
	1745 (54)
	10.4
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	874 (69)
	Up to 3 months ago 
	538 (43)
	3-6 months ago
	347 (27)
	7-12 months ago
	441 (35)
	>12 months ago
	530 (42)
	Not/not known if ever tested
	54 (4)
	10.5
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	1427 (73)
	Up to 3 months ago 
	453 (23)
	3-6 months ago
	330 (17)
	7-12 months ago
	386 (20)
	>12 months ago
	615 (32)
	Not/not known if ever tested
	131 (7)
	10.6
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	728 (74)
	Up to 3 months ago 
	442 (45)
	3-6 months ago
	351 (36)
	7-12 months ago
	356 (36)
	>12 months ago
	465 (47)
	Not/not known if ever tested
	34 (3)
	10.7
	Within 4 weeks of initial HIV diagnosis
	1505 (70)
	Up to 3 months ago 
	533 (25)
	3-6 months ago
	314 (15)
	7-12 months ago
	454 (21)
	>12 months ago
	656(31)
	Not/not known if ever tested
	144 (7)
	11 
	Hepatitis A risk factors – all cases

	Large city resident 
	842 (26)
	Local outbreak
	23 (1)
	Travel
	810 (25)
	12
	Hepatitis A immunity tested – all cases
	Yes
	1906(59)
	No
	915(28)
	Not known
	370 (11)
	Not answered
	19 (0.6)
	13.1
	Yes 
	533 (17)
	No
	1048 (33)
	Not appropriate
	891 (28)
	Not known
	702 (22)
	Not answered
	36 (1)
	13.2
	Yes 
	533 (23)
	13.3
	Yes 
	2 (22)
	13.4
	Yes
	158 (31) 
	13.5
	Yes
	158 (29) 
	13.6
	Yes
	12 (20)
	14
	Hepatitis B testing – all cases

	Yes 
	3137 (98)
	No
	24 (0.8)
	Not known
	43 (1)
	Not answered
	6 (0.2)
	15.1
	Yes
	1606 (50)
	No
	238 (7)
	Not appropriate
	1131 (35)
	Not known
	193 (6)
	Not answered
	42 (1)
	15.2
	Yes
	1606 (77)
	16 
	Yes
	2910 (91)
	No
	194 (6)
	Not known
	104 (3)
	Not answered
	2 (0.1)
	17
	Syphilis
	104 (3.2)
	Chlamydia
	61 (1.9)
	Gonorrhoea
	74 (2.3)
	Genital herpes
	109 (3.4)
	Bacterial vaginosis
	64 (5.4)
	Hepatitis A (pos IgM)
	5 (0.2)
	Hepatitis B (pos Surface Ag)
	20 (0.6)
	Hepatitis  C
	24 (0.8)
	Non-gonococal urethritis (males)
	59 (2.9)
	LGV
	10 (0.3)
	Other
	133 (4.1)
	None
	2389 (74.4)
	18.1
	Yes
	1628 (51)
	No
	500 (16)
	Not known
	988 (31)
	Not answered
	94 (3)
	18.2
	Yes
	1154 (62)
	No
	368 (20)
	Not known
	281 (15)
	Not answered
	59 (3)
	19.1
	Always
	340 (27)
	Sometimes
	214 (17)
	Never
	43 (3)
	Not known
	475 (38)
	Not applicable
	164 (13)
	Not answered
	27 (2)
	19.2
	Always
	326 (26)
	Sometimes
	205 (16)
	Never
	43 (3)
	Not known
	475 (38)
	Not applicable
	185 (15)
	Not answered
	29 (2)
	19.3
	Always
	469 (40)
	Sometimes
	153 (13)
	Never
	58 (5)
	Not known
	300 (25)
	Not applicable
	174 (15)
	Not answered
	32 (3)
	19.4
	Always
	746 (38)
	Sometimes
	239 (12)
	Never
	80 (4)
	Not known
	571 (29)
	Not applicable
	273 (14)
	Not answered
	38 (2)
	20
	Yes
	11 (0.3)
	No
	511 (16)
	Not applicable
	1040 (32)
	Not known
	1590 (49)
	Not answered
	58 (2)
	21
	Oral contraceptive pill
	46 (3.9)
	IUCD/IUS
	46 (3.9)
	Depot
	52 (4.4)
	Implant
	21 (1.8)
	Female condom
	4 (0.3)
	Condom worn by male
	469 (39.6)
	None
	174 (14.7)
	Not appropriate
	201 (17.0)
	Not known
	191 (16.1)
	Not answered
	38 (3.2)
	22.1
	Yes
	800 (68)
	No
	255 (22)
	Not applicable
	89 (8)
	Not known
	26 (2)
	Not answered
	15 (1)
	22.2
	Yes
	805 (73)
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