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diagnoses in Scotland by gender and sexual

Figure 1b: Number of infectious syphilis
orientation and quarter year, 2009-2018.
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O 31 year old man

O Gradual onset of symptoms over one year
ORight lower limb pain and numbness

O Sphincter involvement

O Cognitive ditficulties
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O Lithuanian, moved to Scotland 9 years ago

O One monogamous sexual relationship in the past 11 years
O No infravenous/recreational drug misuse

O No sexual contact with men

O Works as fish filleter

O Left school age 18

O No family history of syphilis/neurological disorders
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O Cardio/resp/abdo: unremarkable
O No rashes/skin lesions/chancre
O Neuro:
OThinning of right quadriceps
OTone NORMAL, Power NORMAL

OReduced left knee jerk, absent right knee jerk, absent bilat
ankle jerks, absent distal vibration sense
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OSerology
OCSF
OMRI head (during freatment and six months later)
OMRI spine

ONerve conduction studies (post-treatment)

O Cognitive testing
OECHO, ECG
OCXR




POSITIVE POSITIVE Negative 1:4

POSITIVE Not tested  Negative

POSITIVE POSITIVE Negative

POSITIVE POSITIVE Negative



CSF criteria

Table 1. The CSF criteria supporting a diagnosis of neuro-
syphilis (38, 1386).

CSF In HIV-negative In HIV-positive
parameters  individuals individuals

WEBC =5 ul =20l OR

620 pl (on ART/plasma HIV VL
undetectable, or
blood CD4 < 200)

Protein Z:-ﬂ.q-flgﬂ ::-ﬂ."l-Sgﬂ

RPRIVDRL -+ +

TPPA = 1:320 =1:320




CSF

Date 'Cell count |Protein
per ul mg/mi

2/10/18 88 WBC 4}

Glucose

(CSF/plasma)

115 €+ 3/44

11680 RBC

17/10/18 2 WBC (N) 0.45 (N)
788 RBC

3.3/53

| Oligoclonal | Cytology

bands

Some paired More

and unpaired lymphocytes

(inflammatory than

pattern) expected, nil
malignant

Some paired
and unpaired
(inflammatory
pattern)
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OBenzyl Peniclillin 2.4g IV 4 hourly for 2 weeks,
prednisolone 60mg OD for 3 days

OCatheterisation
OPhysiotherapy
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Diffuse cortical atrophy



O
O

mprovemen

N cognitive symptoms

mprovemen

"IN cauda equind symptoms

OSuccesstully decatheterised

OBack to work
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OAnnual neurology follow-up

ORepeat lumbar puncture and consider further
freatment with doxycycline

OFollow-up with neuropsychologist in Sept 2019
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OTest for syphilis in cases with abnormal neurological
presentations

ONeurosyphilr

1IC symptoms may not fully improve

OWe still don™

-understand everything about syphilis!
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YOU MUST 8E STAGE 3 | Grampian
SYPHIL\S, ‘CAUSE T CANT |
GET YOU OUT QOF MY
HEAD.

Questions?
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