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Cathy Harman Award Overview

Cathy Harman led the DoH/MedFASH national review of GU medicine services. Sadly, Cathy was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer during the summer of 2007, and she died in March 2009.

Cathy trained as a nurse at Westminster Hospital in the early 1980s and began a nursing path which was to be dedicated to HIV and to sexual health. Some of the many stories she told from those early years indicated a commitment and passion for improving care and educating other practitioners that she was to pursue throughout her career.

Her career in nursing progressed and in the mid 1990s she took on the role of Lead nurse for GUM/HIV and then GUM Service Manager for Guy's and St Thomas' Hospitals. She was central to some early planning and initiation of service innovation and modernisation initiatives for sexual health in South East London which went on to achieve considerable success.

Following a senior hospital management post, heading up a Specialist Medicine Directorate, she missed her direct involvement in sexual health and her reputation in this area led her to a major role leading the national MedFASH review of GU medicine services, commissioned by DH. She has certainly made a significant contribution to improved access and service redesign, and to the role of nurses within the skill mix of the modern GUM service.

CATHY HARMAN AWARD FOR MDT INNOVATION IN SEXUAL HEALTH 

As a tribute to Cathy Harman's dedication to improving sexual health care, BASHH introduced an award in her memory for MDT innovation and service modernisation. 
Any professional working in sexual health may submit but must show how Nurses or Health Advisers or the wider MDT were involved.

The award is now is organised by the BASHH Sexual Health Adviser & Nurse Special Interest Group (SHAN SIG) and presented at the annual conference.

The winner also presents their work in a symposium during the conference and lead submitter receives free conference registration.
The selection process for the award is through a peer review with the panel selected from senior clinicians and representatives of allied health organisations by the SHAN SIG.

All applications (BASHH & Non-BASHH members may apply) should be sent in the first instance to the BASHH secretariat admin@bashh.org via the application form.

Any queries to Mr Jodie Walker-Haywood – jodiewh_82@hotmail.co.uk (BASHH Nurse Rep).
BASHH encourages all Sexual health professionals to join the organisation.

Visit https://application.bashh.org/ for more information.

Sexual Health Adviser & Nurse membership starts at just £40.00 per year.

To view the benefits of joining – click here - https://www.bashh.org/about-bashh/about-bashh/
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